
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COURTROOM VIEW NETWORK ANNOUNCES THE AVAILABILITY OF FLORIDA 
TOBACCO TRIAL ONLINE AFTER MISTRIAL HALTS ORIGINAL HEARING

Video of Hess v. R.J. Reynolds Shown Live Via Webcast –

 Opening Remarks to Begin Monday, February 2nd

 
ATLANTA, GA – January 29, 2008 – Courtroom View Network, a division of 
Courtroom Connect, the leading provider of advanced communication services to the 
legal industry, today announces the availability of Hess v. RJ Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
online after a mistrial halted the original hearing back in December.  Hess v. RJ 
Reynolds is the first of the "Engle progeny" tobacco liability suits to go to trial.  It 
will be heard in the court of Hon. Jeffrey Streitfeld in Broward County, Florida. 

Opening Statements began on Monday, February 2nd.   

The Hess case is the first of the individual tobacco suits to go to trial in the wake 
the Florida Supreme’s Court 2006 decision disbanding a class of an estimated 
700,000 Floridians who sued the tobacco companies. That case resulted in the 
largest damage verdict in the U.S., $145 billion. As a result of the Florida Supreme 
Court decision, tobacco cases in the state will now be tried one by one.  There are 
now an estimated 4,000 tobacco suits pending in Florida state courts. Elaine Hess is 
the widow of Stuart Hess, a smoker who died of lung cancer.

“This is going to be a highly watched case and we are pleased to make it available 
to more people,” stated Shelly Albaum, COO, Courtroom Connect.  “Not only will 
observers be watching for how the lawyers for each side fashion their arguments – 
which could become models for future tobacco trials --they will be watching Judge 
Jeffrey Streitfeld. His management of the case could become a template for other 
Florida judges.” Streitfeld, who has been on the bench for two decades, sits in a 
special part of Broward County Court that hears complex civil litigation. 

Courtroom View Network will show the Hess trial on its web site,  HYPERLINK 
"http://www.courtroomlive.com" www.courtroomlive.com. The trial will be shown in 
full, without commercials or commentary. The trial will also be indexed for on-
demand viewing on courtroomviewnetwork.com.

Courtroom View Network offers streaming trial footage directly to a computer – 
wherever internet access is available.  The technology is integrated as a web-based 
service, designed to facilitate the delivery of realtime streaming information to 
anyone, anywhere. Subscribers of the service can remotely access live trials online, 
complete with exhibits and evidence.  

Courtroom View Network brings five years of experience of web casting high-stakes 
civil litigation to the Hess trial. Courtroom View Network has covered more than 200 
legal proceedings in 20 states, including such cases as the People of Iowa v. 
Microsoft and Liberty Media v. Interactive Corp. as well as seven Vioxx trials in 
Florida, California and New Jersey.  Courtroom View Network’s target audience 
includes members of the legal and financial community who require instant, 
comprehensive coverage of litigation that affects their business.



About Courtroom Connect

Courtroom Connect is the leading provider of advanced communication services to 

the legal industry including law firms, court reporters, litigation support firms, 

courts, and jurors.  Their product offering includes Internet, videoconferencing, and 

streaming products for the office on a permanent basis, as well as on a temporary 

basis for legal events such as trials, jury research, war rooms, and presentations.  

Also, Courtroom Connect has three videoconference networks: over 300 public 

videoconference rooms worldwide available for rent, a law school network for legal 

recruiting, and videoconferencing equipment at arbitration facilities, such as 

American Arbitration Association.  For more information about Courtroom Connect 

and its product offerings, please call 877.838.9067 or visit the company online at 

courtroomconnect.com.
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